To:  Hull,  George[Huil. George@epa.gov];  Milbourn,  Cathy[Milbourn. Cathy@epa.gov] 

From:  Daguillard,  Robert 

Sent:  Mon  8/10/2015  12:14:33  PM 

Subject:  OSWER  Action:  Guardian  media  enquiry 


Good  morning, 


With  Julia  out  today,  it  seems  to  me  these  questions  might  go  to  you  guys,  unless  you  want  me 
to  forward  them  directly  to  Nancy  and  her  team? 


Also,  I’ve  forwarded  Region  8 the  inquiry  and  given  the  reporter  the  contact  info  for  media 
officers  and  daily  media  calls. 


From:  Karl  Mathiesen  [mailto:karl.mathiesen.freelance@theguardian.com] 

Sent:  Monday,  August  10,  2015  7:45  AM 

To:  Daguillard,  Robert 

Subject:  Guardian  media  enquiry 


Hi  Robert, 


I'm  a journalist  with  the  Guardian  writing  a piece  on  the  release  from  the  Gold  King  Mine  in 
Colorado. 


I have  a few  questions  on  the  background  of  the  situation.  Please  do  your  best  to  answer  them 
all. 


On  the  general  state  of  tailings  dams  and  mines.  How  many  such  storage  facilities  are  there 
across  the  country?  How  does  the  EPA  monitor  the  maintenance  and  condition  of  mines  and 
dams  that  are  holding  contaminated  water?  Are  abandoned  mines,  like  Gold  King,  monitored? 


It  has  been  reported  that  the  EPA  has  been  trying  to  designate  the  area  as  a superfund  area  for 
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some  time.  When  was  the  idea  first  floated?  Why  was  it  unsuccessful?  Does  the  EPA  believe  the 
spill  would  have  occurred  regardless  of  the  lack  of  superfund  designation?  Would  that  have 
changed  the  way  the  clean  up  was  undertaken  (ie  would  there  have  been  more  money  available 
and  therefore  less  likelihood  of  a failure?)? 


Best, 


Karl 


Karl  Mathiesen 
London 

Personal  Email/Ex.  6 


@karlmathiesen 
+44 (0) 7869704645 
+44  (0) 2033533272 
Skype:  karlmathiesen 

http://www.theguardian.com/profile/karl-mathiesen 
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This  e-mail  and  all  attachments  are  confidential  and  may  also  be  privileged.  If  you  are  not  the  named 
recipient,  please  notify  the  sender  and  delete  the  e-mail  and  ail  attachments  immediately.  Do  not  disclose 
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the  contents  to  another  person.  You  may  not  use  the  information  for  any  purpose,  or  store,  or  copy,  it  in 
any  way.  Guardian  News  & Media  Limited  is  not  liable  for  any  computer  viruses  or  other  material 
transmitted  with  or  as  part  of  this  e-mail.  You  should  employ  virus  checking  software. 


Guardian  News  & Media  Limited  is  a member  of  Guardian  Media  Group  pic.  Registered  Office:  PO  Box 
68164,  Kings  Place,  90  York  Way,  London,  N1P2AP.  Registered  in  England  Number  908396 
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